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IS-Mozambique Jan-June
Operations in 10 of 17 districts: freedom of movement



© Institute for Security Studies 36/26/2026 3

Coastal villages and islands

Smuggling of timber, Shellfish: Terrorist Financing
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Districts rich in alluvial minerals
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Gold and Ruby Smuggling: Terrorist Financing 
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Transport corridors

Attacks on passenger transport and private vehicles: 
extortion
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Predominantly Christian southern districts

Burning villages and churches: providing 
material for IS propaganda
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• IS-Mozambique could expand its operations into 
neighbouring provinces, particularly Nampula 
and Niassa

• Mozambican security forces, RDF and TPDF need 
to stretch their response capabilities across a 
wider geographical area, including the maritime 
domain, requiring increased external support

• Practitioners should monitor population 
displacement as an early warning indicator to 
detect further escalation or the geographical 
spread of the threat

Key Takeaways
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