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Common assumption:
Radical religious ideologies as a 
driver of  extremism

What is violent extremism & 
radicalization?

Cognitive vs behavioral



Drivers: How do we determine?
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Structural Factors

Group Factors

Individual Factors 



Structural Factors

Dysfunctional 
Governance

Inequality Low Public 
Confidence

Deeply Divided

Weak RoLState Repression

Corruption

Marginalization



Group Factors

Why: Explains and justifies the cause and drives 
reason for group’s existence
How: Designs the methods and means to achieve 
goal via tactics and resource mobilization

Founders Successors



Individual Factors 



Individual Factors – Defectors, 
Detainees & Current Members

2017: 718 Interviewed 2023: 2,196 Interviewed 
UNDP, Journey to Extremism in Africa (2017; 2023)



Individual Factors – Defectors, Detainees & 
Current Members
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Religion NOT main factor explaining recruitment 



Way Forward?

Prevention



www.africacenter.org
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