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“Good” Security Sector Governance:  The Basics

What is it?  “The practice of applying the principles of good governance to a state’s security 
sector. Sound and accountable SSG is based on the idea that the security sector should be 
held to the same high standards of public service delivery as other public sector service 
providers.”
   
- DCAF SSR Backgrounder, “Security Sector Governance: Applying the Principles of Good Governance to the Security Sector” (2015)

Seven Core Principles 

 

Accountability

Transparency

Rule of Law

Responsiveness

Effectiveness

Efficiency

Participation

Key Institutions 

 

National 
security council

Civil society, 
defined broadly

Independent 
commissions

Judiciary 

Defense and 
security services

Parliament
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Challenges and Opportunities for Civilian Oversight

Strengthen relationships between 
parliamentarians and security officials.

Work with civil society to create more 
productive information flows about security 
and defense spending.  

Clearly define what defense and security 
information is classified and what is not.

Institute and make feasible the 
implementation of whistleblower protections 
to complement inspections and audits. 

Take opportunities to “think and work 
politically” within the system of accountable 
and civilian security sector governance.
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