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Addressing 3 Questions
What are the current violent conflict trends in Africa, and what are key challenges to peace 
and security that Africa will face in the future?

What are the drivers and causes of violent conflict in Africa and how have they evolved?

What are the key strategic security implications of these conflict trends, and what should 
security sector leaders do now in terms of leadership, policies, and institutions to address 
these drivers of conflict?













Where is the conflict coming from?
1. Conflict appears to be adapting to institutional change, rather than dissipating as a 
result of these political shifts

2. There are often several types of co-occurring conflict across states, making 
discussions about power distribution and conflict poorly applicable

3. Conflict is not a breakdown of state functions, but a strategic tool employed by 
different parties who are given operational space within different governance forms

In short, domestic politics causes conflict. 



How do domestic politics matter? 
1. Countries have a geography of power and hierarchy of power- and many elites 

and appointments

2. Regimes are highly inclusive of different ethno-political groups and regions- the 
issue is not over access to power from outside. 

3. Conflict is a competition for power amongst the powerful. It is rarely, if ever, 
about a shift in ideology. It is about interests.  



Most Governments are inclusive



Representation Measures







Putting This Together
1. Regimes have more control than we think, and they will often choose alignment 
over control (appointments rather than capacity)
◦ That allows for a greater share of competitive violence that the state will not engage in 

but will allow to occur
◦ We should expect a much stronger pushback to ‘regime challenging’ violence, even in 

the costly short term
2. A state's topography of power can change and does change- and with it, conflict 
geography will change
3. Militias will proliferate and threats will continue to multiply,

rebel groups will continue decrease as a main threat
governments will engage in more indirectly coercive governance
local authorities will exert more violence to sustain positions



● For any questions c.raleigh@acleddata.com

● Subscribe for the ACLED newsletter: acleddata.com/subs cribe 

Thank You
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