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The dynamism of clandestine African migration flows 
continues to present criminal and violent extremist 
groups opportunities for exploitation. 
• African migrants continue to be on the move, with an average 

of 78,000 clandestine African migrants per year intercepted 
on Europe’s southern shores between 2014 and 2019. 

• The migration flow to Europe is just one avenue of 
movement, however. On average, roughly 1 million African 
economic migrants have moved to other parts of the 
continent each year during the same period of time. 

• The leading countries of origin of African migrants bound for 
Europe have shifted to North Africa in the past 6 years. 
 

 
 

• The migration journey continues to be treacherous. There have been over 17,000 deaths recorded in 
the Mediterranean since 2014. The UN believes that overland clandestine migration in Africa is twice 
as deadly as crossing the Sea. 

• Whether they are transiting to Europe or other parts of Africa, African migrants who cannot move 
through legal channels travel clandestinely and are more likely than not to experience some form 
of abuse on their journey and at their destination. 

• Clandestine migration in Africa has created a lucrative market for human smuggling—estimated to be 
worth $765 million annually along the Trans-Sahara route alone. A significant share of this flows 
to criminal and violent extremist groups, who use the funds to undermine and destabilize 
governments. 

• Africa is experiencing these clandestine migrant flows as its young and growing population is 
increasingly moving to cities and abroad to seek education and work opportunities. The dynamism of 
migration flows, therefore, is likely to continue into the foreseeable future. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/heres-the-truth-about-african-migration/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/heres-the-truth-about-african-migration/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/heres-the-truth-about-african-migration/
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/region/mediterranean
https://www.dw.com/en/land-migration-in-africa-twice-as-deadly-as-mediterranean-says-unhcr/a-51096086
https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/dreams-jobs-saudi-arabia-dashed-torture-yemen
https://africacenter.org/publication/shifting-borders-africas-displacement-crisis-and-its-security-implications/
https://africacenter.org/publication/shifting-borders-africas-displacement-crisis-and-its-security-implications/
https://africacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Top-Countries-of-Origin-of-African-Arrivals-in-Europe-via-the-Mediterranean.png
https://africacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Major-Routes-of-Migration-in-Africa.png


• Migration can bring considerable benefits – both through the increased availability of young workers 
and for the remittances they contribute to economic development in their countries of origin. 

• Remittances have become the largest form of financial assistance to developing countries. On the 
African continent they comprised an estimated $86 billion in 2019, $4 billion more than 2018. 

 

 

https://www.knomad.org/sites/default/files/2019-04/Migrationanddevelopmentbrief31.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-remittances-data
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