
 



Highlights 
A review of violent events involving militant Islamist groups in the Sahel between 2010 and 
2018 highlights that: 

• The number of reported violent events linked to militant Islamic group activity in the Sahel 
has been doubling every year since 2016 (from 90 in 2016 to 194 in 2017 to 465 in 2018). 
Reported fatalities linked to militant Islamist groups has similarly doubled in recent years 
(from 218 in 2016 to 529 in 2017 to 1,110 in 2018). 

• Violence against civilians has also expanded. Reported events of violence against civilians 
jumped from 18 in 2016 (representing 20 percent of all violent episodes) to 39 in 2017 to 160 
in 2018. Violence against civilians accounted for some 34 percent of all reported violent 
events linked to militant Islamist groups in the Sahel in 2018. 

• Mali remains the focal point of militant violence, accounting for roughly 64 percent of the 
reported events in the Sahel in 2018. 

• The surge in activity reflects greater operational capacity and cooperation of the militant 
Islamist groups in the region. Roughly half of all violent events in 2018 are linked to the 
coalition of groups operating under the Jama’at Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) 
umbrella, which formed in March 2017. The Macina Liberation Front (FLM) was linked to 
more than 40 percent of JNIM activity in 2018. Two of the newest militant groups, Islamic 
State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) and Ansaroul Islam, are linked to 26 percent and 15 
percent, respectively, of all reported violent events in the Sahel since the beginning 2018. 

• After years of avoiding militant Islamist violence, Burkina Faso has experienced a rapid 
growth in reported events (from 3 in 2015, to 12 in 2016, 29 in 2017, to 137 in 2018). 

• The militant Islamist groups in the Sahel typically operate in distinct geographic 
concentrations. Four theaters stand out:  

o JNIM in central and northern Mali 
o Ansaroul Islam in the area around Djibo, Burkina Faso 
o ISGS along the Mali-Niger border 
o JNIM and ISGS activity in eastern Burkina Faso 

• A time lapse review highlights the rapid acceleration of violent episodes linked to militant 
Islamist groups. Prior to 2012, only one militant Islamist group, AQIM, operated in Mali. By 
2018, more than 10 groups were active in Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger. Violent episodes in 
2018 exceeded all activity observed from 2009-2015 combined. 
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