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BACKGROUND

 1990s
 Global Politics

 Turmoil in Somalia

 Early 2000s
 Global War on Terrorism

 Islamic Courts Union

Al-Shabaab Era
 c2005 – 2011:  Rise to (hollow) victory

 2012 – 2015: Cross-border terrorism

 2016 – present:  Renewed insurgency
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STATUS

Organization
 Structure

 Membership

Resources
 Territory

 Financing

 Networks

Violence
 Weaponry

 Targeting

 Influence
 Messaging

 Recruitment
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STATUS

Challenges

Rivals

 Internal Violence 

Unpopularity

 Stalemate
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PROSPECTS

Against Al-Shabaab
 Stabilizing government

 Regional realignments

 New partners for Somalia

 Favoring Al-Shabaab
 Western fatigue
 Growing African terrorism
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RECOMMENDATIONS

 Focus on political reconstruction

 Find off ramps for terrorists

 ‘Rightsize’ aerial strikes 

 Be selective in training and CVE programs
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