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CPLP: INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND THE INFLUENCING POLICY APPROACH

9 countries: 6 African  

Angola; Brazil; Cape Verde; Guinea Bissau; Equatorial Guinea,
Mozambique; Portugal, São Tomé and Príncipe, and East Timor

Created in July 1996, it is an international organization of a political nature,
which identifies itself as a multilateral arena for deepening the mutual
friendship and cooperation of countries that have the Portuguese language
and cultural elements derived from a common history as their main
identifying foundation.
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Overall Purpose:
1) Political-diplomatic coordination among its member States, in particular to
strengthen its international presence;

2) Cooperation in all areas, including education, health, science and
technology, defense, agriculture, public administration, communications,
justice, public safety, culture, sport and media;

3) Develop projects to promote and disseminate the Portuguese language.
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Principles:
a) Member States’ sovereign equality;
b) Non-interference in the internal affairs of each State;
c) Respect for national identity;
d) Reciprocity of treatment;
e) Primacy of peace, democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and social justice;
f) Respect for territorial integrity;
g) Promoting development;
h) Promoting mutually advantageous cooperation.
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Main areas of cooperation:
a) Economic cooperation, particularly in the financial sector, central

banks, customs, trade and business;

b) Health, education, culture, agriculture and food safety, youth, sports;

c) Public Administration, e-Government, migrations;

In short,

DEVELOPMENT
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And what about security issues?
CPLP has organized meetings with Chiefs of Staff and
police, and has assumed increasingly frequent political
positions on issues related to maritime safety;
The issues that multilaterally affect the Member
States, albeit politically, have been the subject of
diplomatic positioning (soft power);
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AFRICAN COUNTRIES OF THE CPLP AND NATIONAL CONCERNS ON TERRORISM

According to a study by the British consultancy, AON, Guinea-Bissau is among the countries with the
highest risk of terrorist attacks in the coming years.

Among Portuguese-speaking countries, and at a second and more alarming level, are Angola and
Equatorial Guinea.

For two years now, the Global Terrorism Index has warned that the population’s lack of political rights
is relevant, and the high level of persecution for those who use freedom of expression as a method of
protest and way of life are determining factors for the start or an increase of terrorist activity.

Brazil, Mozambique, São Tomé and Príncipe, and East Timor are at moderate risk, while Cape
Verde is the least likely to be targeted among Portuguese-speaking countries.

The threats of terrorism, sabotage, strikes, political uprising, and civil war were the main factors
considered to classify the analyzed countries.
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THE AFRICAN COUNTRIES OF THE CPLP AND NATIONAL CONCERNS ON TERRORISM

Angola - The Angolan parliament unanimously approved the law for the prevention and fight against terrorism. Its
law aims at preventing recruitment, improving the security of potential targets, and the investigation and
prosecution of the members of networks that may exist, having also created a coordination and information sharing
structure.

Guinea-Bissau - preparing a legislative package against terrorism after detaining three Guineans earlier this year on
suspicion of being trained by the terrorist organization Al-Qaeda in Mali. The legislation that is currently being
prepared will have the technical support of the UN services.

Equatorial Guinea - despite one not knowing whether legislation has been approved in this context, they have
already declared they are aware of the risks terrorism directly poses to the country, pressing for the enhancement of
their security structure.

Mozambique - The recent attacks in Mocímboa da Praia and Xitolo, in the north of the country, have justified the
effort to approve an anti-terrorism law very soon, despite the fact that the profile and motivations of the attacks are
not completely clear.
Cape Verde - amended its current national legislation - the Penal Code and the Money Laundering Prevention and
Control Act - to specifically address the issues concerning the PUNISHMENT for terrorism and related crimes.
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A prevention approach through development and alignment with 
international strategies – 2016-2019 UN Development Programme 

(UNDP)

In one phrase,

WORK THE DEEP ROOTS OF EXTREMISM AND
VIOLENCE
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What must be done at the national level?

Legislative harmonization is essential;

A process of appropriating approach models becomes
critical, whether it is identical to the one proposed by the
UNDP, or another with the same level of analysis and
intervention.

Example:
Cape Verde has approved a National Immigration Strategy,
which will be revised for the five-year 2018–2022 period;
It has also approved the 2017–2021 National Program for
Homeland Security and Citizenship (PNSIC, per its acronym
in Portuguese)



PNSIC: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK - CITIZEN SECURITY AS A MOTTO

The expansion of the traditional concept of public safety to
human security – as something that goes beyond military power and

defending the territory, and that recognizes internal and external threats – was
first introduced in the Human Development Report, produced
in 1994 by the UNDP – United Nations Development
Programme.

It was then agreed that “Human Security” is food,
environmental, personal, community, and political security; it is
freedom from fear and freedom from need; the focus is placed
on the quality and dignity of human life.

In this respect, “Citizen Security” corresponds to public,
democratic and citizen order with the purpose of acting on the
reasons that facilitate the emergence of violence and, therefore,
ensure a safe and peaceful coexistence (social well-being and
peace).

The prevailing conviction is that, rather than merely acting upon
the consequences, it is necessary to attack the socio-cultural roots
of violence and crime.



PNSIC: PURPOSE

Inspired by the concept of “Citizen Security”, the

PNSIC undertakes the objective to:

A. ACT ON THE SOCIO-CULTURAL ROOTS OF CRIME

(SOCIAL COHESION DEFICIT, PRESENCE OF RISK

FACTORS, NATURALIZATION OF VIOLENCE, UNSAFE

SOCIO-URBAN CONTEXTS, LIMITED POLICE AND

CRIMINAL REACTION CAPACITY, LACK OF

TECHNICAL, ORGANIZATIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL

CAPACITY) 

B. COORDINATE PUBLIC SECURITY ACTIONS WITH

SOCIAL POLICIES, 

C. PROMOTE INTEGRATION AMONG CENTRAL AND

LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES, THE

COMMUNITIES, AND THEIR CIVIL ORGANIZATIONS.

Source: “Citizen Security” Program 

PNSIC CONSTITUTES A CHANGE IN

POLITICAL VISION AND

INTENDS TO PROMOTE A NATIONAL

CHANGE OF ATTITUDE

IN THE FIGHT AGAINST VIOLENCE AND

CRIME.



ORGANIZED CRIME
AND

RULE OF LAW

THANK YOU!!!

QUESTIONS???
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