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CPLP: INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND THE 
INFLUENCING POLICY APPROACH

1) CPLP: nature,MemberStatesandobjectives;

2) Main areasof cooperation;

3) African countriesof the CPLP and national concerns
on terrorism

4) A prevention approach through development and
alignmentwith international strategies2016-2019UN
DevelopmentProgramme;

5) What mustbedoneat the national level?
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CPLP: INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND THE INFLUENCING POLICY APPROACH

9 countries: 6 African  

Angola; Brazil; Cape Verde; Guinea Bissau; Equatorial Guinea,
Mozambique; Portugal, SãoToméandPríncipe,andEastTimor

Createdin July1996, it is an internationalorganizationof a political nature,
which identifies itself as a multilateral arena for deepeningthe mutual
friendshipand cooperationof countriesthat havethe Portugueselanguage
and cultural elementsderived from a common history as their main
identifyingfoundation.
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OverallPurpose:
1) Political-diplomaticcoordinationamongits memberStates,in particularto
strengthenits internationalpresence;

2) Cooperation in all areas, including education, health, science and
technology, defense,agriculture, public administration, communications,
justice,public safety,culture, sportandmedia;

3) Developprojectsto promoteanddisseminatethePortugueselanguage.
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Principles:
a) MemberStatesôsovereignequality;
b) Non-interferencein the internalaffairsof eachState;
c) Respectfor nationalidentity;
d) Reciprocityof treatment;
e) Primacyof peace,democracy,theruleof law,humanrights,andsocialjustice;
f) Respectfor territorial integrity;
g) Promotingdevelopment;
h) Promotingmutuallyadvantageouscooperation.
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Main areasof cooperation:
a) Economic cooperation,particularly in the financial sector, central

banks,customs,tradeandbusiness;

b) Health,education,culture,agricultureandfoodsafety,youth,sports;

c) PublicAdministration,e-Government,migrations;

In short,

DEVELOPMENT
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And whataboutsecurityissues?
CPLPhasorganizedmeetingswith Chiefsof Staffand
police,andhasassumedincreasinglyfrequentpolitical
positionson issuesrelatedto maritime safety;
The issuesthat multilaterally affect the Member
States,albeit politically, have been the subject of
diplomaticpositioning(softpower);
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AFRICAN COUNTRIES OF THE CPLP AND NATIONAL CONCERNS ON TERRORISM

Accordingto astudybytheBritishconsultancy,AON, Guinea-Bissauis amongthe countrieswith the
highestrisk of terrorist attacksin the comingyears.

Among Portuguese-speakingcountries,and at a secondand more alarming level, are Angola and
EquatorialGuinea.

For two yearsnow,the GlobalTerrorismIndexhaswarnedthat thepopulationôslackof political rights
is relevant,and the high levelof persecutionfor thosewho usefreedomof expressionasa methodof
protestandwayof life aredeterminingfactorsfor thestartor anincreaseof terroristactivity.

Brazil, Mozambique,SãoTomé and Príncipe, and EastTimor are at moderaterisk, while Cape
Verdeis the leastlikely to betargetedamongPortuguese-speakingcountries.

The threatsof terrorism, sabotage,strikes,political uprising, and civil war were the main factors
consideredto classifytheanalyzedcountries.

CPLP: INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND THE INFLUENCING POLICY APPROACH

National Security Advisor



THE AFRICAN COUNTRIES OF THE CPLP AND NATIONAL CONCERNS ON TERRORISM

Angola-The Angolanparliamentunanimouslyapprovedthe lawfor the preventionand fight againstterrorism. Its
law aims at preventing recruitment, improving the security of potential targets, and the investigation and
prosecutionof the membersof networksthat mayexist,havingalsocreatedacoordinationandinformation sharing
structure.

Guinea-Bissau- preparinga legislativepackageagainstterrorism after detainingthreeGuineansearlier this yearon
suspicionof being trained by the terrorist organizationAl-Qaedain Mali. The legislationthat is currently being
preparedwill havethe technicalsupportof the UN services.

Equatorial Guinea - despiteone not knowing whether legislationhasbeenapprovedin this context, they have
alreadydeclaredtheyareawareof the risksterrorism directlyposesto the country,pressingfor the enhancementof
their securitystructure.

Mozambique-The recentattacksin MocímboadaPraiaandXitolo, in the north of the country, havejustified the
effort to approvean anti-terrorism lawverysoon,despitethe fact that the profile andmotivationsof the attacksare
not completelyclear.
CapeVerde- amendedits current national legislation- the PenalCodeand the MoneyLaunderingPreventionand
Control Act - to specificallyaddressthe issuesconcerningthe PUNISHMENT for terrorism andrelatedcrimes.
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A prevention approach through development and alignment with 
international strategiesï2016-2019 UN Development Programme 

(UNDP)

In one phrase,

WORK THE DEEP ROOTS OF EXTREMISM AND
VIOLENCE
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