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FOR THE RECORD AFRICA 

A weekly compilation by the Africa Center for Strategic Studies (ACSS) 

U.S.  GO VE R NM EN T  E V EN T S ,  S TA TE M E N TS ,  A ND  ART I C L ES  

Highlights for the Week of October 8-12, 2012

MEDIA NOTE: Apps4Africa 2012: Business Challenge 

October 12, 2012 - US Department of State 

As part of its engagement with African partners in promoting economic opportunity and development in 

Africa, the U.S. Department of State will sponsor Apps4Africa 2012: Business Challenge, an Africa-wide 

competition to encourage the development of mobile, web, and desktop applications (“apps”) that help 

address the challenge of youth unemployment in Africa. 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2012/10/198965.htm   

 

ARTICLE: Peace Corps, USAID and Coca-Cola Announce Partnership to Strengthen Training on 

Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene in Developing Nations 

October 12, 2012 - Peace Corps 

The Peace Corps has announced a strategic partnership with the Water and Development Alliance 

(WADA) – a long-standing public-private partnership between the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) and The Coca-Cola Company (Coca-Cola) – to improve local capacity to deliver 

sustainable water supply, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services for the reduction of waterborne disease 

around the world.  

http://www.peacecorps.gov/resources/media/press/2129/ 

 

REMARKS: Sec. Clinton on Democratic Transitions in the Maghreb 

October 12, 2012 - U.S. Department of State 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you. (Applause.) Thank you all. Thank you very much. And a special 

word of thanks to a friend and someone whom I admire greatly, General Scowcroft. His many years of 

distinguished service to our country is a great tribute in every respect. 

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/10/199102.htm 

 

TEXT & TRANSCIPTS: State Dept. on U.N. Security Council Resolution on Mali 

October 12, 2012 - U.S. Department of State 

The United States supports the resolution on Mali adopted by the UN Security Council today as a 

comprehensive approach to the overlapping governance, security, and humanitarian crises affecting Mali. 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/10/20121012137428.html#ixzz29I7oRW5n 

 

ARTICLE: Partnership, Engagement Highlight Africa Policy  

October 12, 2012- American Forces Press Service  

 Say "Africa" to most Americans and they think of "the Dark Continent" – a land beset by problems and 

disasters, far enough away that anything that happens there cannot possibly affect America. 

And they would be wrong, said Amanda J. Dory, deputy assistant secretary of defense for African affairs.  

http://www.africom.mil/getArticle.asp?art=8373&lang=0  
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TEXTS & TRANSCRIPTS: White House on First International Day of the Girl 

October 11, 2012 - The White House 

On this first International Day of the Girl, the United States reaffirms our abiding commitment to 

promoting the rights and status of girls here in the United States and around the world. We know that 

when girls have access to education and health care, are safe from violence, and have equal opportunities 

to reach their full potential, families and communities are more likely to thrive and countries are more 

likely to prosper. 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/10/20121011137369.html#ixzz297Gl51tJ 

 

BLOG: Celebrating the Power of Girls 

October 11, 2012 - The White House Blog 

The White House is proud to join the world community in marking the first-ever International Day of the 

Girl and has released a statement which can be found here. Every year, on October 11, countries around 

the world will honor the importance of empowering girls so that they can reach their full potential. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/10/11/celebrating-girl-power   

 

BLOG: International Day of the Girl: To Give Girls Everywhere What We Want for Our Own 

Daughters 

October 11, 2012 - U.S. Department of State DipNote Blog 

As the world comes together to mark the first-ever International Day of the Girl on October 11, we are 

filled with hope, but also a sense of urgency. Just this week, a masked Pakistani Taliban militant 

attempted to assassinate Malala Yousufzai -- a 14 year-old Pakistani schoolgirl -- on her school bus 

simply for going to school and speaking up for her right and the right of girls everywhere to get an 

education.  

http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/international_day_of_the_girl   

 

BLOG: Gender Equity Through Education 

October 11, 2012 - USAID Impact Blog  

Regina Anek, a Deputy Director for Gender at South Sudan’s Ministry of Education in Eastern Equatoria 

state, just saved a 14-year-old girl from an early, forced marriage. She was empowered to intervene as a 

result of a series of trainings she received from a USAID-supported girls education program that provides 

mentoring training to teachers and education officials to encourage girls not only to enroll in but also to 

complete secondary school. 

http://blog.usaid.gov/2012/10/gender-equity-through-education/ 

 

ARTICLE: Human Rights, Democracy Key to Ethiopia's Prosperity, U.S. Says 

October 11, 2012 - U.S. Department of State Digital Embassy 

 “The U.S. government is committed to working with Ethiopia — both the government and the people — 

to strengthen respect for democracy and human rights,” Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 

Democracy, Human Rights and Labor Karen J. Hanrahan said October 9. 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/10/20121011137363.html#ixzz297HmFIo1 
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ARTICLE: Returned Peace Corps Volunteers Meet in Ethiopia for Anniversary Celebration 

October 11, 2012 - Peace Corps 

Nearly 100 returned Peace Corps volunteers (RPCVs) from across the United States traveled to Ethiopia 

recently for a two-week celebration marking the 50
th
 anniversary of Peace Corps in Ethiopia. All of the 

RPCVs in attendance served in either Ethiopia or Eritrea, and more than 20 attendees were part of the first 

Peace Corps group to serve in Ethiopia in 1962. 

http://www.peacecorps.gov/resources/media/press/2127/ 

 

MEDIA NOTE: White House on John Brennan’s Trip to Libya 

October 10, 2012 - The White House 

Today, Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism John Brennan met with 

senior Libyan officials, including President Magariaf, in Tripoli. Mr. Brennan, on behalf of President 

Obama, expressed support for Libya's ongoing government formation and transition to democracy and 

accepted condolences for the tragic deaths of four Americans in Benghazi last month. 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/10/20121010137290.html 

 

VIDEO: Congressional Hearing on the Attack of the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya 

October 10, 2012 - U.S. House of Representative 

"We know how the tragedy in Benghazi ended. The questions I put before our panel today are: What went 

wrong? What should have been done differently? What lessons must we quickly learn so terrorists do not 

use the attack on Benghazi as a template for other attacks?" 

- U.S. Rep. Darrell E. Issa, R-CA, Chairman of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/the-security-failures-of-benghazi/   

 

BLOG: Looking for “Golden Bears” in Zimbabwe 

October 09, 2012 - U.S. Department of State DipNote Blog 

September 27, 2012, could be the day that forever changed the lives of a group of teenagers from the low-

income township of Chitungwiza (population one million) outside of Harare. I hope that date does prove 

fateful. I'll know it was auspicious if I see Zimbabwean names on the list of the 2017 Berkeley graduating 

class.  

http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/golden_bears_zimbabwe  

 

ARTICLE: Peace Corps Volunteers, Special Olympics Host the First Africa Unity Cup 

 October 9, 2012 - Peace Corps 

 Peace Corps Response volunteer Meisha Robinson of Philadelphia, Pa., and12 Peace Corps/South Africa 

volunteers collaborated with Special Olympics staff and community members to organize the inaugural 

Special Olympics Africa Unity Cup with 15 soccer teams from Oct. 3 through Oct. 6 in Phokeng, South 

Africa. Teams from Botswana, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Mauritius, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, 

Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia participated in the tournament. 

http://www.peacecorps.gov/resources/media/press/2127/ 
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REMARKS: Ambassador Jeffrey DeLaurentis, U.S. Alternate Representative in the United 

Nations, at Security Council Briefing on Sierra Leone. 

October 9, 2012 - U.S. Mission to the United Nations  

“I would like to welcome to the Council today the President of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, 

Shireen Fisher, and the Prosecutor, Brenda Hollis, as well as the Court’s Registrar, Binta Mansaray, and 

the Head of the Defense Office, Claire Hanciles. Thank you for the briefings and congratulations to you 

and your staffs for the significant achievements of the Special Court to date. We are grateful for your 

dedication and commitment to the pursuit of justice." 

- Ambassador Jeffrey DeLaurentis, U.S. Alternate Representative in the United Nations 

http://usun.state.gov/briefing/statements/198744.htm 

 

TEXT & TRANSCIPTS: State’s Hanrahan on U.S. Policy Toward Ethiopia 

October 9, 2012 - U.S. Department of State 

“I am very pleased to be here today among such a diverse group of activists and scholars committed to 

strengthening democracy in Ethiopia. I would like to thank the National Endowment for Democracy for 

organizing this event and for inviting me to speak. The State Department relies heavily on contributions 

from activists, civil society, and academics. I look forward to hearing your thoughts today as well as 

moving forward." 

- Karen J. Hanrahan, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/10/20121010137306.html#ixzz29JxOwegP 
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